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The momriKr hgkt was in no hurry 'o etimh fie

urieea wail aed look m she 'n"P f*7 .**¦¦."'j
wkea » Bad come, it would hove bes-n more welco no

g 4 tto r« B;e alone, 'Bread of bnngiog a ru* ot run

with it. Bat th«- equinoctial gale* wetwk'awiM Otn

at sea, ead ihe imt>artial «euth-we-t wind, in its flig it,
voale not w-f''11 fi < n the i.arrow Mnr-halnea. WB I
II reared throagb the steeple of Samt < Je irgc .<'horch,
tie) twirled ail the ee* ll ¦ the b*afbbafhood, M made
a rwoep to beat the Southwark snake into the jail;
¦aal, phMging *iowu Ike eksBsaeyi el he f w enriy ook
legians who were y» t lighting tu«ir fi'fs, half salb' at 4
them.

Arthur Clennam would have Beea tut disposed to

Vager in tud, trough kkl Isrd bad beea in a more pri-
?ate situation, ana l< ¦ affected by the rakktf eat of
yeatereay'a Ire, the hmdhxag el to-dar's ¦ dor the
oallegiate boiler, the filling of that Spa'
Bee }>aaip. the sweeping and sawdust Bg Ott !; a OOBB"
aaoB room, and other säest piepsxratioue. Heartily
triad to see tne morning, though I.'lie rt

airLt, be turned oat as soon a- he eoold diatii
objects about him, and paesa the yard f«>r two heavy
hear* before the gate wa* opened.
The walls w« re-o sear to aae at"" 'wilt

oiend* imrii'd aver tfceaibofast, tkal Hgaea biai a

cessation ,'ike tke b-ginning of Bea^sakasas to look up
at the gustv skv. i hS ran carried aslant by Haws of

wind, blackened tkal side of tkeeeatral building which
he had vifitid hut Bis/kl bol kef! ¦ aarrasf dry troagh
wader the lee of the wail, wketB he walked up and
aVwn among wait* of straw and dn«t and p*[» r, the
waste dropping* of tL< pump, and th<- stray leave* of

yesterday * g>e< an. It was a* haggard a view of life
aa a man need look upon.
Nor was it rekWIBa bv anygiimpse of the rittcrea¬

ture who bad brought turn tie re. Perhaps she glided
oat of her doorway and in at that where her father
|v«d, while Us luce wu#- tun e fmm both b.i t he saw

Botbing of ber. It wa« too early for her brother; to
have seen him once, was to have a* .¦ n enough of him
to know ti nt he would he sluggish to leave whatever
frowsy heal he sampled «t night: so, a« Arthur C'bn-
aam walker! op and down, waiting for Use gate to

open, be cast about in his mind for future rather than
for present m» ana of pursuing his discoveries.
At last the bdsjBgals tawed, and the turnkey,

standwgnn the step, taking an early eosab at his hair,
was ready to let him oot. With a "joyful Isees of re¬

lease be passed through the lodge, and found himself
again in the outer courtyard where he had spoken to
t>e brother last night.
There was a string of people already strangling

hi, whom it was not difficult to identify as the
aeadeacript m«sscrgrrs, go-Utweeratj and erraad-
hearers of the place. Some of them had beei
lounging in the ruin BJktil the goto should Opea:
etbirs, who bad tuned their arrival with
greater nicety, were coming Bp now. and passing in
with damp whrtey-brown paper bugs from tho grocers,
loaves of bread, lumps ot butter, eggs, milk, and the
tike. The shabbmcss of those attendants upon sbab-
bines*, ti e poverty f>f these in-olvenl waiter* u|>on
hsaolv« my, was a sight to see. Such threadbare coats
and trousers, such fusty gowns and shawls, such
squashed hats and bourn Ut, SWOh btsrit* and shot I. SBCk
amhrcllas und ITS I B( rai irere seeti m Kag
Fair. All of tketa wore the cast-off clothes of other
men and women; wrr<' made up of patckes and pices
ofother people's individuality, and had no sartorial es<
ietri.ee of their own proper. I heir waik was the walk
of a race apait. They bad a peculiar way of doggedly
Blinking round the comer, as if they were eteruully
going lothe pawubroker'a. WhOB they coughed, tkey
eougbed like p« epic aeeaBteeasd lo b< forgotten »u

door-steps and in draughty pBBBBgte, waiting for i n-

ewers to letters in fadedhut, wkit h gave the ret¦ipients
ef those manuscripts gteut mental tUstarbenoe, and
bo aatisfactiom As they ered the stranger in

Kling, tbiy eyed him with borrowing syeB
fry, sharp, spcoti'athe as to his sofliicae if

abey were aeereeuted to "him, and the likelihood
af bis standing something handsome. Mendicity
.n roinmbsinn stooped in their high shoulder-, sham¬
bled in their utist» ndy legB, buttoned and pinned and
denied and diagged then < lothe«, bayed their button-
holes, baked out of th« ir figures in dirty little ends of
tape, and issued fictn their mouths in alcoholic breoik-
iBJjB,As t!'s< pfpli paased him staading itiu in the
eourtyard, t.nd on<- of them turned back lo inquire if
he could assist him w ith his sx rvices, it came
into Arthur Chnnam'n mmd that be would
*J'«k lo llorrit again I» fore be went away.
Nie would have recovered her first surprise, and
might feel easier with him. lb-asked this member of
the fraternity iwho had two red herrings in bis hand,
and a loaf and a b!a< king-brush under bis arm), where
was the neun st place to get a cup of coffee at. Tho
SMibdcMTipt reo',cd in encouraging terms, and brought
him to a colli e shop in the street withlu a stone's
tbnw.
" Do you know Hiss Dvt rit ?'' asked the new client.
TI e i ajSjeV senpt kti< w »wo Mis- DonitB] one who

was born iniidc.Thnt was the one' That was the
one T The n< Bdeetfspt had kr.own her for many years,
lnn gaid of the oih«r Miss lion it, the nondoeenpt
lotigcd in ti e same bouse with herself and uncle.
TakjeaBBged tlx* rdkat's half-formed design of re-

Bnaming nt tne coffee-shop until the nondescript should
billig bini word that Dorrit had i*»u» d forth into the
Street. He intrusted the nondescript with a eonfi-
dentiul m< sbbm to h« r, imjsorting that the visito.- who
Bad waited on hi t father laal night, Begged the favor
ef a few words with ber at her nin |s; <-

.blamed from the same source full tiir.-<;.. - to the
boaMe, which was veivnenr; ili«niis-ed the nondescript
Calined with h.ilf-a-crowu: and having hastily re¬

eked himself at the eoffee-shop, repaired with ail
Speed to the clai iOlicl-pl iv ci's dwelling.
There were so many loiigi rs in this bouse, that tbo

fJoor-ptsM seemed to be a* full of bell-handles as a ca
tbedral organ is < f *toj.«s. Doubtful which might be
the clarionet stop, he was considering the point, when
B shuttle cosk tb w out of the parlor window, and
sJhxbted on hie hat. He then ekaan ed that in the par¬
lor-window wns a blind with the inscription, Mr. I'mr-
rtBS's Ai sotmv; also in auolhcr line, Kvlmno
Ti itios ai d behind the blind was a little whitefaced
boy, w ith a slice of bread and butter, and a bat'ic-
ekire. Ti c vrimlow beiug accessible from the foot¬
way, be h>okei| in over the btiud, returned the shut-
tlet'tiek, and put hi- quest on.
" Darrkl 1" said the Little white faced bev (Master

Cripiiii s m BBSt), " AtV. Dotrit ? Third bell and one
knock."
The pnpiN of Mr. t'rpp'es appeared to have been

Wiakingacopv-book of the street door, it was so ex¬

tensively scnbhled over in pencil. The frequcnev of
She inscriptions, " Old Dornt," and " Diltj 1> ok," in
esimbinatiou, suggested intentious of pe rsonality on

the part of Mr. Cnpples's pupils. There was ample
tune to make these tJbservatious, before the door aas
«n>ened by the old man BfcxBM It.

"11a!' said he, veiy a'.owh remembering Arthur,
"you were shut in last uifht I*

V«s, Mi. Honxt. I hope to meet your niece here
presently.
" t)b !>' said he, ]y>nderuig. " Out of mv brother's

way I True. >\ ould yx-u come up stair* aid wail for
her f"
" Thank you."Taming himself as sk'wlv as he turned in bis mind

whatever be heard or said, he led ;hc way up the nar¬
row stairs. Tbc bouse was verv close, and had an un¬
wholesome «in II. The little staircase windows looked
m at the back windows of other house* a« Uwhose
etame as iUelf, with poles and lines thrust out of them,
.n which unsightly liuen hung; a.s if the iahahitauts
were angling tor ctothee, and lad had some WTBtckod
kites not worth attendiug to. In the back ganvt.a
a* kiy room, a itb a turn-up bedstead in it, so hastilv
Btd recently turned ci» that the blanket* were Wiling
rver, as it were, and keeping the lid opea.a half-fin-
bahed breakfast of coffee and toast, for two persons,
wasjumblt d dowa anyhow on a ncketty Uble\
Tbee* was no one there. The old man, mumbling to

Bsaaaelf, after some oonwderatioa, that Faany bad rua
.*»J. went to the next room to fetch her back. The
TÜju'I' oU,TVin« -hat she held the door on bhe inside,
¦M that when tbe ancle tried to open it, there was a
aharp adjuration of "Don't, stooid^' and an aprsenr-
are* of Jeoae stocking and naaael, coBcluded that tke
yoBBg latly was iu an andre*», Ihe uncle, without
aprwanng to come to any conclusion, sbntHed in againeat down in bis crxair. aod begevn warmiag hal hands at
!*? Ire. Not that it was cold, or that he had aaywakuigstea whether it was or not.
« What did yon Uink mv brother, sir I" be asked,

U« !ar ' yv kyf . «^?«re<l what be was doing,
ELUJ? °V* 10 tüe ehimaey-piet*, and tookate ckanoa*4 case down.
kk skaaSs! _ '" ^Arthur, verv much at a loea, torlitwSiaa^^ fc*-^ "f «*l

^ Ha P muttered the «U man, Yea, yea, yes, yea,
^lllkyweasx^^ ha eouW poas.blv want wihkthe Clarionet case. He did u.< waut « at a" He rl-uSTeSA time^1 aVi^WSki r^e?ofsaaff (which was also on the ekiBxuey-mc.ee out it

hurjee.f with a mcch. He was aa feeble. .p»re, »adstow m bis pmcbee as in eventbiag else, hut a eertaiu
hatte trickling of erjoyment of them played h) tiepoor
warn serves about the corners of hi* eyes and mouth
* Amy, Mr. Cleonam. What do \ oo think of ber 7"
" I am much imprceeed, Mr. Doait, by all that I

have seen of ber ami thought of her."
" My brotbi r would have been quite siet withotrt

Amy,' he ntaraod. VN c chouk) ail ktT« bvaat tm

wubent Aaay. See. w a v*rj good fort, Amy. Sb«
dote ber dety."
Arthar fanei'd that he beard ir. th*** pr*>:-<-, a cer¬

tain tea* of custom whir b iv bad heard from th* father
last night, with an inward protest and ft»lint? of arrtag-
(.mum. It waa sot that thty stinted he r preieee, err wer«

tite neible to what she did for them, hut ...at U>ry were

laiily habituated to her, a* tkey were to ah Übt re*' ai
tl en rot.ditioD. Fie- far -Vd that alrbough they had be-
f.retLem, everyday, tbe means of < oniparwein b«-twe. n

Ler are one another aiidtb- uwlves.tLe-y regarded her
ar being in ber neee««nry place; ae holding a po'tinn
toward tl em all whi« b belonged to he-r, like her na-ne

or Ler ape. He faneied that'they viewed her, not as

analog run awav frorr. the prison atnvmpLere, bat
ar pe iteming to it; aa being vaguely what tkey had a

r.ght to expect, and notLig more.

Her ur cle n »amed his bnakfa't, and was munching
toe«t sopped in toffi e, oblivious of his guest, wucn trie
thud b«n rnig. That was Amy, he taVUt, and weaj
down to let her in; baring the v.-itor with fjaTtVid a

picture em Li* mind of Lis begrimed hands, dirt-worn
fae e-, and decayed figure, aa if he ware erill drooping
in his rl.air.

...., . . ja
M.i «un.e np sfter him, in the u-nal pla n drese. ami

wdb the usual timid manm r. Her li|>« were a little
part'd, as i; her he nrt beat fe.«t< r than u>ual.

"Itr. Centum, Amy," miid her uncle, '.LtisLecn ex-

reeticfr you K/mr lime. '

" I toi k the libe rty of *. r.ding y.m a message."
" I received the message, air.
"Are yen going to my mother's this morning I I

trm k tat, for it ia past yi ur usual hour."
'.Ned te.-day, "ir. I am not wanted to-lay."
" Win yon allow me- to wn'k a little wnv in what¬

ever din (lion you may be going? I can then speak
t.i eaaj ss we walk, both without detain,nr* you here,
am! withont intruding longer here my--If.'

She loe.ked embnira*»' a, bnt said, if he p! as d. Ho
made a pn tense of Laving mislaid his walking-stiek,
to y vi- Ler tune to set the be dstead r'gh!, to an-wer
l.«-r si'te-r'e impatient knock at the wall, and to sav a

wotd n.ftly to b' r unelc. Then he found .t, and the y
went down-stairs; she first, he following, tbe un'-'.e
lUa*j Ig nt the- stair-head, an 1 probah.y forgetting
tl.. rn bl fort tl.i y I.ad re-aehi d the groan*] flooi.
Mr. Cripple e's" pupils, who were by this time coming

to .ere..], den-t. d Man flu r no ruing recreation of
cuffing one another with bog« and books, to stare with
all the eye*, they had nt a stranger who had been to

ate Ditty Ibe k. They bore the trying sp e taclc iu

?i.ic.re-, until t) . nysti'rious vnu'nr was at a safe dis¬
tance; arkea tln-v nur-t into pebbles and yells, and
hkewisc into reviling dnnces, and in allrepee-t.* buried
ti e pipe of peace with so many savage cerenviui-e,
that it Mr. (.'ripples bad been the chief of the Cripple-
wnyboo tribe with tie war-paint on, they could
scarce ly Lnve done great' r justice to their education.

In the midst of this homage, Mr. Arthur Clennam of¬
fen d I is mm to Little Dornt, and Little Dorrit took
it. "Wi'l you go bvthe Iron liridge," suid he, " where
tbera ia aa eecepi noaa the bobm taTIke atieel'" Little
Uorrit aw-wcre-d, if he ph ased, and r>re.°ent!y ventured
to aO] e that he would " not mind" Mr. Crtppaoa'l boy,
for she had herself received In r cdu< atiejn, sin h a* it
whs, m Mr. Ciij.pletV i vciii.i.' academy. Hereturned,
with the best will in the world, that Mr. Cripp'.. --

liovs were- forgiven out of the bottom of his soul.
Thus did Clippies unconsciously !>. come a ina-t. r of
the-ct renionics between the m, and briiiL' them more

aatarally togi Um r than Beau Nash might have done if
tl ay bad lived in his golde n days, and he hud alighted
from his ooaoh and six for the rmipoue.

'1 he morning reaialneil njually. and the street i wer«

miserably muddy, but no rain fell as tin y walked to¬
ward the Iron liridge. The little e reatur'e seemed so

youi g in his eye*, ti nt there were moments wh. n he
I- in.ti himsi If thinking of bei¦ if not speaking to h»-r,
Ml if aha w ere % child. 1'. rhnps he «* cmcd as old iu
I.i i eye s a - she- m emeel young ill his.
"lam sorry to hear you were mi inconvenienced

la<t night, sir, us to be locked iu. It was very unfor¬
tunate."

It was nothinp, he- returned. He- had had a very good
bi d.

'.Oh yes!" she sail eim>k'y; "she belie ved there
Wi re i li e 1!« nt be ds nt the coftee-house." He- notice>d
that the coffee hoti-e was ijuite a niajcstic hotel to her,
and that she tre-roured its reputation.
" 1 bi licve it is very i tpi n tvi," said Little Dorrit,

" but my futhi r has told rue that quite beautiful din-
ri rs may be got there. Aud wine," she added tim-

ieily.
¦ Were you ev. r there?''
"Oh BO I Only into the kitcnen, to fetch hot

water.'
To think of growing un with n kind of awe upon one

as to tin lnxuriin ol that superb t>stublit-hment, the
H tirl.alsea hotel!

" I asked you la>t night," said Cb-nimm, how you
had beeoiiu unp:ainted with mv mother. Did you
t ve r at ar her name before she Be ut for you !"

" No, e-ir.
"Do you think your tnther t ver did ?"
" No, sir.'
He nut he-r eyes rnisi «1 to his with so much wonder

in the m IsLe was reared whru that encounte r t.sik
place, and rhrunh away agioU), that he felt it necessary
tei soy:

" f Lave a n ason for asking, w hich I cannot very
well explain; but you ions', on no as count, eup|iosc it
to 11 ot a nature to cause you the looal alarm or anx¬

iety. Quite tLe rever-c. And you think that at no
time of your father's hie woe my name of Clennam
evii familiar to lain!''
" No, sir."
He filt, fiorn the tone in which she s]>okc, that she

was'laiuitig up at him with those part exl lips; there-
fote Lc looked ut fon I..in, lather than make her heart
b<-at quicker still by embarrassing he r afresh.
Thus tkey eaMrgad upon the Int Bridge, wkieh

wus us qi.n t after the roaring stree ts, as though it
had lo e u open e untry. Tka WsM blew roughly, the
wit Mmulls came rattl.ng past tbiiu, skiuuniug the
pools on the road und pavement, aud raining them
aown into the river. The clouds raced on furiously in
tht liad-eeile-rcel sky, the si.iohc and mist raced after
ti.'tn.tlji i.ark tine ran tierce and strong in the same

din tt.on. Little Dornt s« tmod the least, the quids* rt
and wt aki at of Heaven's creatures.

" Let me put you in a coach," said Arthur Cle nnam,
v« rv nearly adding. " mv jkht child. '

.

Si.e BBttTli diy dci hnci!, saying that wet or dry mad<-
bttle dlfleteaee u, l,rr, she was use d to go almlit in all
vrcuthi rs. He knew it to be so, and was touched with
more pity thinking ol the BUfdat fi.'ute at his side,
lunking it- uightiy way through the damp, dark, bois-
U Ott streets, to such it place of ro«t.
" You spoke so feelingly to me lust night, sir, and I

found afterward that yoti had been ao geuerous to my
father, that 1 could not rtwiet your mi-usage, if it was
only to thank yen; esp. inl.v as 1 wished very much
to say to you."she h< -Kali .1 aud trembled, and tears
rose in Ler eyes, bnt Uid not fall.
" To say to me.V
"Thnt 1 hope vou will not uii.-undtrstaad my father.

1». n't judge h;m, sir, as you would judge other* outside
th. gates. II. has been there so long! 1 never saw
bim out-idc, but 1 can understand that he must havo
grown ditl'e-rent in some things aiure."
"My thought- wid never be miju»t or baYlk toward

bim. beln-ve me."
'. Sot," she said, a ith a prouder air, as the misfriv-

ing evidt ntly crept upe>n Ler that ah, might seem to
be-abandoning him, ''Not that he has anything to he.
ashum. d id for inn - or that I liave anytnmg to be
aehaaieti of for bim. He only require* to be tinner-
atooii. 1 only atk for him that his life may be fairlv
rv-mtmbert-d. All that be said was quite true. It all
happened just as he related it. He is Tcry much rc-

spettetl. I.virybody who comes in ia gliid to know
Lau. IL L> uiott oaartod than anv one else, lie is
far more thought of than the Marshal is."

If ever pride were innocent, it was innocent in Lit¬
tle Dark wben she mw boastful of her father.

44 It is often raid that hu» manners are a true gentle-BDHu'e, and quite a atudy. I see none like them u that
plucc, but he * admitte-d to be ra.ichor to all the rest.
Tha is quite as much why they make him presents, as
bt OOUOS they know h.m to be ccx-dv. He ¦ njt to be
blamed for U mg in need, poor love. Whocouidbe
in jirisou a quarter of a century and be prosperous? '

What afli ctiou in her words. w!.«t eocipaaaion in
her repressed tiers, what a pivat anul offi.ii lite within
her, bow Uue the light that shed false brightness round
kirn!

" If I have focnrl it best to conceal wh*re my home
ia, it is not because I am a. hatued of huu. (iod for¬
bid ! Kor am 1 so much ashamed of the place itaelt
as might be auppessed. 1'evple are not bad bevrar.-
tl y toire there. I have known numbers of good,
persevt rug, hone*t pe-opie come there through misfor¬
tune. They are almost all kind-hearted to one
another. And it would be ungrateful iudeed in
me, to torg t that I have had many qmet,
ecu.i..-table honrs there; that I had an "excellent
fr.eud there when 1 was qnite- a baby, who was very
for.d of me; that I have bee-n taught then-, and have
weike d there, and have slept soundly there. I think
it would be almost cowardly and erne! not to have
some Lttle attachment tot it. after all this."

(She had reluTed the faithful fuUneas of her heart,
and modestly said, raising her eyes appeabntrly to her
new friend's. " 1 did not mean'to say BO sunok, bot
bave 1 everW ence spoken about this before. Bat
it seeme to set it more right than it was last
night. I saifa 1 wiahe-d yon had not followe>d me. air.
I don t wish it so much now, unlesw voa shouki think.
todeel 1 don't wuhitat aU.nnl« s* I should have spoken
so confused y, that-that you can sewreely underetand
ane, which I am afraid may be the case
He told her with perfect truth that'll was not tbe

cosh and pntüng hiuwelf betw**n ber and tho shan.
wind and ram, sheltervd her aa well ae he eou! ]"1 frei pt-nnitted now." he said, " to ask you atiltle more coccermng vour father. Has he maor
ci editoral" 7
" Ol a great nunibt r.

'

' I ii ? ,in d. t ;ii.wf» ertdite-rs, wbo ke pLnjwfcere
aa aj f

¦ Oh y»* I b fT*»t tmxhrT.',
..CM»»» tefi B*>.I f*D IT* ll" trVTr-R'T no

OeBbt, eiiewbere. if yea ceßBOt.who m the too-'. J»-

tl- r of thCBB i '
...

Lernt said, after considering a ht'ie, that she ased
te hear long afo of Mr. Tu« Banuo* aa a man ot

rr»at j*wer. He waa a eomm.iBi»«>tKr, or a htM
a trust'e 'vr something."' He lived in Grosvenor
Sciiere.sbe thought, or v«ry near «t. He waa

OatUBBstSxt Mjl in tbet'ircr.ir.;...'.'..oo 0:ri-». 9mt
appeared to have acquired, in her infancy, pome aw¬

fulWresstoa of the might of :his fcrBxBtbbbta Mr. 114
Barnacle if Qtaiiaaat Bfaarc, or very near it. and the
(irtumk* utiori ('ffice, which quite crushed her woeu

tit m« nticned him.
...

" It ran do no harm, though. Arti.ur. if I-e-e U..S

Mr. Tite Baraada.1
The thought 4M BOtpreacBt itself so qu.etiy but that

her «,'. hi.e-a ii.f r<opfe1 t. ,,Ah' -«i !*..:'< I>

nt, »haking ber bead with the mi;d de«pair e»f a life¬
time. "Mii.y people used to think txBOB of getting
my j oor fatie r out, but you don't know how bopelr*»
ffW.
She forgot to be ahy at tie moment, inlone-d.y

ajajalaa urn away from the sunk' n wr». k b« tiada
are am af ru ..Bg; "and looked at Lim with eve* a bich
assured v, in association with her patient face, her
fragile rigor«. bar *| are dns*. and the wind and rain,
Bid not turr MB from h. purpose of helping her.
"Lven :t it eoaM be done," raid the."and it

never can be doM now.a here e>.uld father live, or

bow could he live ' I have often thought that if luch
a change could OOBBe, it might be anything but a ser¬

vice to him row. rVople axigbt Bot think bb waO Bf
bim outside a- they do there. De might r.ot be so

gently dealt with outside, a* be is there. He might
not be so tit himself for the hfc outside, as be u for
that."
Here for the first time she could not restrain h« r

tour* from foiling; and the little thin fan U he bad
uattl.ed ahen th<y wtie fo hu«y, trembled as they
clasped e ai h other.

.'It would be a new d>tn*s to him even to know
that I cam a little money, and that Fanny earns a lit¬
tle money. He is so anxious about its. you see, feeling
hflplesslv shut np there. Such a good," pood father'"
He le t the little burst of feeling go by before he

spoke. It was soon gone. Sh* was not accustomed
to think of horscli, or to trouble any one with her
emotions. He had but glanced away at the piles of
city roof-1 ard chimneys among which the smoke wa<

rolling feavily. and at' the wildfire** of ma--t* on the
rive r, and the a IMtuai « of steeple* on the shore, in¬
distinctly lulled together in the etonnv haze, when SBC
was again Bl quiet as if she had been plying her
needle in his mothciV room.
"You would be glad to ban rear krotkar eel at

tbeity ?"
"01 very, verv glad, sir!"
"Well, we will hope for him at bast. Tan told BM

lost night of a friend you had f"
Hi* BBB1S whs PiotVBah. LitMc Dornt aaid.
And «h«re did I'lornish live' l'lornisb lived in

Bleediag Heart Yard. He *a* "only a plasterer,''
Little Dornt said, us a euuiion to h.tu not to form igt
so« ial cap* i tctions of I'lorni-h. He hvi 4 at tin ia-t
boiiM in Bit ediag H< art Void, und los nasue was over

a little gad way.Arthur took down the address and gave her hi*. Tie
had now dot e all he had sought to do f»r the pre*
except that he wished to leive he r with a nliance
upon him, and to have something like a promise from
Bl that she would cherish it.
" Taers is om fiicinij' be said, putting up his pock¬

et l*>ok. "As I take you baik.\ou are going
bad'
" Oajraj! going straight home."
"As [take you buck, the ward home- jam d ttp«n

him, "ht BkB ask JOB to jicrsuadc your>«M that yon
have anoihei friend. I make no profe**ion* and say
no more.

'

" You an tiuly kind to me, sir. I am -ure I n« cd no

¦tore.*'
They walkt d buck ilirongh the miserublc muddy

strut.-*, atui among tke poor.mean shopa,aad w«i«

jostled bv the crowds of dirty hucksters usual to n poof
Bt%ak«Jikaadi There was nothing, by the short way,
that wuspleasant to any of the Ire letaMS, ft t it was
not BOOBsmOB paSBBge through common rain, and mire,
and noise, to L'lt tinam, ha% ingtbis little, slender, care¬

ful utature on h.s arm. How young she teethed to

bim, or how old he la at r. oi what ¦ a on! i Üki r to the
other, in that beginning of the dtatin. 1 interweaving
of their stones, matter- not here. II« thought of her
having in en Isini aad bred among these seeaea,
atid shrinking through them now, familiar yet un¬

placed; he thought of her long acquaintance witkthe
squalid mrds of life, and of her innocence; of her old
solicitude fur othtrs, and her few years uud her child¬
ish aspect.
They wir« come into the High Street, where the

prison stood, wkaa a vxrlce <;icd, "Little mother,
little Hitler'" Dorrit stopping and looking back,
an excited Agare of a sträng, kind bounced agaiu-t
them (etill crying "little ¦Other,"), fell down, and
¦Battered tke eesatessts of a large basket, tilled with
potatoes, in tb« mud.
"Oh, Maggy," said Don-it, "what a clumsy child

you are! "

Maggy was not hart, but picked h«r«r!f up Immedi-
ate y. and IkcB began to pick up the pvtut«e-, m which
Im it b Dornt and Arthur ( lenuaui helptd. Maggy
picked tiji very few jmtatt>c*, and a gr' at quantity of
mud: but they were all it covered, and deposited ifl the
ba.-k«t. Maggy then mii« an a I <. muddy face with
bt r shawl, and presenting it to Mr. Ci. BB8SB a* a typ«;
of pttnty, enabled bim to sec what she was lik«-.
She w'us abotit eight-and-twenty, with large bones,

large ieatarra, larg« feel and hand', large eytv, aud
nolair. Her large eves wprc limpid and almost color-
It **; they seemed to be very little affected bv ligb\
and to stand unnaturally stdl. There waa al.-o that
attentive bstening expression in her face, which is
seen in the faces of the blind: but she was

not blind,havirg one tolerably serviceable eve. Het face
was not ict e dingly ugly, though it wa' onfv r« 1« med
fn m being so kr a smile; a gooil-humoreif smile, and
pleasant niitsrlf, but r« adeit d pitiable by b«dng con-

staatly tketa, A great wkite oas. wuaa «juantuy of
opanu'c frilling that was always flapping about, Bpok>
gised fo: Maggy's tWIdaaas; and made it so very dirri-
(tilt foi h< r BM black oi.i,.1 to retain its place' upon
ber head, that it held ou round her neck like a gipsere
baby, a ooaxtaxkxdoB of baketdaikea ooald alone
BBTBrepotted what the rest of her poor drese was
made el; but it Lad a strong general resemblance to
*ea-vt< ad. w.th ht it and tketa a gigantic tca-h af. Her
shanl l<xik< d particulurly like a lea-leaf, afu r long in-
fusion.
Atthur ( hncam looked at Dorrir, with the expn v

sion of one saying, " May I ask who t Li- is'" Dorrit,
wl ose hand this Maggy", "till coiling h- r little mother,
had begun to fondle, aaawered in words. (Tkt-y were
um!« r a gatt way into which the majonty of the pota-
ti* s hhd rolled.)

'. 1L s is Maggy, sir."
" Meggv, sii," nhotd the p.rsoti presented. "Lit-

tlt motb.r'!"
...sht i* the granddaughter".-aid Dornt.
'. Qraaddaagktt r," echoed Maggy,
" Of niy old nuise, who hue bet ¦ dt ad a long t^uic.

Maawy, how old are you'"
' i a, mother.' &a".d Maggy.
You can't think bow gov*j ebe is, s^r," said Dorrit,

with intii.it c temlerness.
"llot^l ski is," echoed Maggy, transferring the pro¬

noun in a most expre.--ive woy from hetself, to her
little mother.
"Or how clever," said Dorrit. "She goes on er¬

rands as wt 11 as any one." Meggy laughed. "And is
as tn' twattk] a' the Bank oT Bagaiad. Maggy
laughed. .'She earns ber own hving entirtly. Eatiresy,
sir'" said Dorrit in a lower au3 tr.umphaut tone.
" Kealiv doee!"

" >\ kgu is her history "' ask . dCiennam.
"Tl.rtik of that, Maggy!" said DoTrit, taking her

two large hands and dapping them togctht r." A
r'ei.tii uiar. fiom thouaonds of iiuies away, wanting to
know yoni history

'* Afy ki-'ory'f crir J Maggy. 11 Little Btotker.'
" tihe mean* me,' aaid Deimt, ratiit r confused;

" she is very mucli uttachi d to me. Her old grand-aWJtker was cot so kiiid tohera« she should have lieea;
was s: i, Maggy
Maggy shook ber head made a drinking vessel of

her chmhed b ft hand, drank out of it, aad sail,
'(..' Then bent ac imaginary ciild, and said,'
" Hrocm-h&adit | and pokers.
"\\hen Maggy was bn year* old." aaid Dorrit,

wauhing b« r face while she sj«oke, "she bad a bad
ferer, sw, sad sht Las never growu any older e ver"
since.
"Ten year* old," said Maggy, noldin; her b-ad.

"But what a mce bospital! So comfortable, wa«n't
it I Oh so nice it was. Su. h a Ev nh- idacc "'

**9m had tevtr been at peace bifurr, air." aaid
Dortit, turtimg toward Arthur for an instant and'sp. ak-

" and she always runs off upon that."
"M beds there is there '." irn d Meggr. « Soch

bmocadee! Such oranges Such ü boous* bn>Ui and
w:lc' Smh Chicking! Oh, ais'r ti a delighuul
place to go and stop at: '

"So Maggy etopitd tliere as !«ng as -he conli ''

said Dorr.t. bj her former tone af talbxg a child's
story: the toLe daahjaad tor Maggv's ear, "and at
last, when she couid stop there no longer, she
oat. Then, because sbt was never to be mor<
ten years old, however long she bved."

'. Howey« r hing she lived." echoed Margv.
" And be. ausc she was very weak: indeed was so

weak that when she began to'laurh she couldn't stephen-elf.which was a greet pity.
(Maggy migb'y grave of a sudd. n.
¦ Her granduiother did not know what to do with

her, and for some years was very unkind so her bxdetd.
At leargtb, in course of time, Miggy begun totale
[¦am* to Improve her*» If, and to be v«iry attentive and
very indu-ti ions aad bv dscree* was allowed to come
;n and out a* often as stie ItsBd, and got taaaft SB <o

to rewparl swnakf, aaa dcas rappart iMnrZ Ax.d

came
man thai

that. . M;a Little Doit*, eiafrrag the two great haw."

rvpetber agaia,
"
m Mag»y s history, «v Maggy

Li., wi!"
Ah Bot Arthur would have kaown what waa want¬

ing to its ewfapleteaeae, though he had aever beard ua
. I.!tt> BsUthfl though h»- bad aever ae«u the

fondling Of th'" afava bind; though he bail Lad
ro ugLt for the t^are now standing <n the eeVorie**
i ves tboagh be bad had aa hearing tor the «ob that
. leekrdthe el umay laarh. The dirty gates?ar with

tl e wind and rain whist''ng through i?. and the ba«ket
of n.addy potatoss wait-og to be- »piit again or tak- n

up c« ver »eeui«id the romuioii Maa it reailv was,

when be looked back to it by three lights. NNT,
tever! _

TL. - w.'MTf mar the end of tn-.r walk, aM th*y
t. ow i äme out af the gateway to finish ii. Noihmg
would serve Mnegv but tbey must stop at a powers
wx i!..w, »bort of bV ir deotiuation, f>r her u> anew ber

'(?amir.g. She eonld rial after a sort; and p.< ksd out tbe
fat figure- in tb« te- ket* of price*. fe>r the most part cor-

r. it. Bho alVo stumbled, with a large balim e of suc¬

cess sg«.n»t ber fa.lane, through various phdanthropic
r.eoma.. n lat.. as le try our Mixture. Try our Family
Bant k. Try our Orauge'-flavnuivd P'ki-e, challenging
. BB M i.tiör. at th< bi ad of Flowery Teas, and various
i aotions to tbe i ub' e ar-aii.-t spurious e-tabli.-l nv r.'s

and ¦dulliialswi ailblaa When be »aw lisw pleasure
brought a roey tint into Dorrit'e face wken Maggy
u.aro- a l it. he felt that he ror.il have Stossd taeta
making a library of the grocer'* window until the ran

and wind were iin-d.
1 he court-vard re.. ivrei them at last, and there he

said goed-t v" to L.ttle Dornt. Little a* she had al-

ways'lex.ke.l. she l.s ked leas than ever when he saw

hei going into tbe Marshalsea lodge passage, the little
B.e.thtr attrnu.d by he r big child.

1 he . age doeir opened, and when the sma'l turd,
reared in mptvitv. Lad tamely fluttered .n, he saw it

shut agam; and then he came away.

CHAPTEB X.
coBTatnifa the whom sen*, t or eorrnaniar.
The ( irmmlis Btion Office was 'aa tvrryhevly knows

nit hi tit beitg toldi the roost important Department
und. r Ooti rt i.e t. No bbjUb! bus ne«e of any kind
ci aid po.ibly be- done at any t:rae. without the acejui-
tsceaee of tke (tn um'ocuüon On* e. I t* ringer was

inthelargist public pie. and in the smallest public
tart. It was e.pial'y impossible to do the plainest right
and to endo tl e plainest wrong, wi'ho-.it tie express
authority of the Cin nm:o<utioii Office. If another
Qanpoarder I 'lot had kean di-< at aged half an hoar be>
I r>- t! e lighting of the niatcb. hoImmIv w e aid hive been
iustitj.d in saving the Parliament until then had been
half a score of boards, half a bushel of nnnutes, sev¬

eral sacks of nitie.nl memorainla. and a family-v ault-
f'Ulof ungrammatieal ee.rre spaataMnee, on the part ol

tie ( Irenui'oe utiuli Office.
This glorious estnbbabmenl had been early in the

field, when the one «ublime prim pie involving th-
ibfficult art of governing a country was firnt distuicily
revealed to statesm- n. Ii had been foremost to study
tint bright revelation, and to oarrv its shining influ¬
ence through the whole of ti.e offie-iul proci eding».
\\ hatevei wn- r».ji¦ ii* 1 tobe done, tbe ('ircuiiilis ution
Office was be farekand with a'l the public depart ofM*
in the- art of pan tilkit won Real m do ii.

Through this delicate poroantion, through th«- tact
with whn h it hjTariabry aeiaed it, and through the
gCOMBO with whi.-h ii always acted on it, the CsTCUxnlo-
eution Office had risen to overtop nil the public d<-.
J nr*Iiu lits; and the BBjMh roniwioa hied ris< n to be
w hat it was.
It is true that How not do it was the irreal stody and

object of all public departuie-nts and Brotsaaiona] p«»li-
lleiaB- all tound the Cn. umloentiou office-. It i- true
tl.at eve:y Hew premier and every r.ew goveminent,
eoanfatg in I« cause they had uph*Ma c-rtaiu thing a-

in eeesarv to be doi t were- no sooner rmiii- in tl.-in
they applied their utmost faculties to discovering, How
not to do it. It is true ti nt from the moment when a

¦jenern] cl.ction was over, every r< turm-d man who
Lad been raving on li listings Im bUOBU it hadn't Im-cu
done, and w ho had bn n asking the- fro nds of the hon¬
orable gentleman in the opposite urtaroet on pail ol
impeai bam nt to tell him why ,t hadn't l»-en done, and
who had boon asserting that it must In- don au 1 who
had been pledging himself tliat it should be bVW0| be.
psn to aVviaa, How it was not :o be dona- It is true
tl atthe- ib bate.- of both Hons. - of PbiUbBBI Bi the
whole araalon through, uniionnly tended to the pro-
ttni'ttd deliberation, lion not to do it. It is hue that
tha royal BPOOOh at the op< ning of sueh session virtu¬
ally said, hu lord- and gelitleiiien. you have a BOBSBfj
i tab!, stroke of work to do, Bad you wiil pi. a- to
ritire to y nr respeetive i hambers, and di-.cti*s, Ib.w
not to dort. It is true that the roval spee. h, at the
close of -ui h session, virtually said, My 'ord^ and gen¬
tle-men, vou have through several laborious months
I tn i e. si n ling with gn at loyalty and patriotism,
How Bag to do iL and rou hnre found out; and with
tbe barasing of Erovideuca upe.n the aarvaat .natural,
not political). I now onaiai you. All this is true, but
tl e ('iii uinl.m i.tion Orh'i e went beyond it.

lle-cfliis. the (' ironmloc nt ion OtSea went onmechani-
Only, every day ki . ping this wonderful, all-siillieient
wheel of sfat. Rnianabip, Ilow not to do it, in motion.
Because 'he ('ircuiiilix uiiou Office was down upon any
ill-advise el public servant who was going to do it, or
w o ajj" an d to be by anv surprising accident iu n .

r ota annge r of doing it. with a minute, and a nn rn.v

ranilnm, and a letter of instructions, that extinguished
him. It «m thi« spirit of national erlirlency in the
( irciimloi iitioa Oflte that had gradually led to its
ha\ It c something to do with evei-ything. Meehani-
Ciano, natural philosophers, TtfrHtft. sailors, petition¬
ers, mi tuotiahsts, people with grievan. es. o. epic who
wanted to prevent grievances, people who waited
to ledress grievuiices, jobbing people, jobbed peis-
ple. people who lOuMu't g> t rewardej for merit,
ur.d jM-ople win eon'dn't get punished far demerit,
were all irdix-nniinately tucked up unb-r the foolseap
paper of the Circninlocution OtkmX

N'uiuber* of people were lewt in the Circunnocution
Office. UannriÜnuieU with wrongs, or with projects
for the geinrol welfare, (ami thev had b.-tt.-r have
had wrong- at first, than have tukeu that bitter h:i-
glisb recipe-feir certainly getting them , who in slow
lai-e af time and agony had pa>e,l n.-ifdy through
othe rpubhc departments; who, according to rule, had
In i n bullied in thi^, overreached bv that, and evaded
bt the other, got Pi-m d nt la«t to the fire imlis-ution
itrlice, and BOTet tconUNsarod in the light of day.
Boards sat upon them, >ecn tanes minuted upon them,
Ci mmiseioiiein gabbled about thena, clerks ragiati tod,
entered, ci eked, and ticked them ort", and they
bi in d awny. b -hott, all the bonfaoni of the coontry
went through the ( ireumloi ution (>llice. except the
bHsiness that m ». r caioe out of it: and nauic was
I^-gion.
Sometimes, angry spirits attacked the Circumlocu¬

tion Otlice. Somt tinies, pttiiiam. ntary ijueetions pan
a*ked about it, and er« n nurhamentafy motnsae made
or threatened alsjut it, by demagogue-, so low and
ignorant c» to hold that the r.-al n apt of (iovcrnuu nt
was. How to do it. Then would the noble lord, or right
honorable gentleman, in whoaa departmeu' it was to
difesd the Citeuinhs-utiein (itli. e, nut an orange in his
pocket, and make a regu'.ai. li.M-aav of the o«-ea,-ion.
Then would he conn down to that HasUH with a slap
upon tin table, and nnit the- honoiabic gentleman
liK)t to foot. Than WOUid he be there to teli that hon¬
orable-gentleman that the- lin umiocution OhVe not
only was blameless in this matti r, but was commend¬
able iu this matte r, waa extollable to tbe skies in this
matter. Then would he lie- there to te ll that honorable
gintleman. that although the Circumlocution Office
was invariably right, and who.iy right, it never was so

right as in this matter. Then would he be- thereto
t. D that honorable gentle-man that it would have been
more to L;- honor, more to Lis credit, more to his good
taste, more to his g.oel secre, more to half the diction¬
ary of commonplaces, if he had left the Circumlocu¬
tion Office alone, and never approached this matter.
The n would he keep oa< eve upon a coach or crammer
from the Cireumlucation (ifrice sitting below the bar,
and smash the honorable utleinan with the Circutn-

..: ion Office account of this matter. And although
one of two things always baonaannd] namely, either
that the (ircumlocutijii "< iffice Lad nothing to say and
said it. r tt at it had something to say of whien the
noble lord, or right honorable gentleman, blund rt I
one half and forgot the otLer; the Circumlocution Of-
leaWm always vc^ed immaculate bv an lo-oiuui s

elating majority.
Banal a nnr^ry of -tate.-men had the ehpartuient

become in virtueof a l^g career of this nature, that
s. veia! solemn lonls had attained tbe reputation of
being quite unearthly prodigies of busine-ss. solely from
having practiced, Ilow not to io it, at the head of
tht Citrunil.v-ntjon Office. As tothe minorpr.eet- and
acolytes of that temple, the result of al! thi- was that
UV v -tood divided into two classes, and down tothe
junior un-see-cg. r, e .ther believed in the Circumliicutioa
Ofliee as a Heaven-horn in-titution. that Lad an
absolute t.gh: to .... wL.V- v.. Le :. took refuge
in total infidelity, and considered it a fla-.-rant nuisance.
The Barnacle tatm y Lad for some time helped to

administe r the Cttt umioetttioa office. The Tit. B...-tia-
e-le Brane-k. indeed, considered them*. )ves in a genera!

4U having rested rights ;a that .linct.on, and took
it ul if any other family had much to aay to it. Tbe
Hart a.-l. w re a w ry' high family, and a v erv large

] j w. di-pervd all over the public offices,
and held all sorts of public place*. Either the nation
was under a 1- gat ion to tbe Barnacles, or the
Barnacles were and. r a load of obligation to the na-

P * .«iet rj ettlod which; the
Barnacles cav mg their opinion, the- nation theirs.
The Mr. Tite Barnac'e who, at the period new in

a, usuallv e-oae hed or eTanrmed the »ta?< sman
at the head of'the Circumlocntioa Office, when thai
t trri ght honorable individual aat a bttlc uneasily

üdu.e by reason of aome vagabond anaking a
tilt at him in a m wspape r, was me>re flash of blood
thsr. money. A- a Bania.-le be bad Lie place, arbieh
was a s: ig thing »naasfh; and a« a Ba-na- U- Le li*d,

s. |k. fc l> -on ;v,^ JuliM-r, D .> vfloc.

Put he had mtermarTted wrth a breach of th» 8tilte-
tallinns <HM eh» bt«arr radow.-d m a sanguine-
oos point of «ww than wtth real or ps-raoool propertr,
aid of this Bia/riage tVrr had iWo issue, ll.ni». ..¦

Junior and three young hvhea. What with the patri-
nan requirement* of Barnacle Jaator, the three young
ltd aa. Mr-, lite Barnacle nOe Nilutaiking, and bm-

Mr. Tito Barnacle found the intervale iMtftMS
¦ na'rter day and quarter day rtlher longer than he

.raid have de*;ml.a circnmsfa-,< e which ho a.ways
attrhuted to tbc eoo'itrv's parsimony.
For Mr. Tite Barnacle air. Artbar Cle ltiaai mala

hat firth inquirv < . e day at tbc Circutnlocaii»n Office,

Laving oo pre\ ..us occasion* awaited that gentleman
jSjcsjaatlTsfj in a ha.'!, a glaa«-ca«e, a waiting room,

and a ire-proof passage, where the departm-at
srerced to keep its wind. t>u taw o*. raun Mr. N
os.ih- was c><t engaged, sa he had been before w t

the coble prodigy at the bead of the is¦pe.rtiueut, but
waa absent. Ba'rra« Is Junior, however, was as-

aoameedaaa saaaar star yet Tuuhlc above the otaYe
hcrifOB.

>\ ith Barnacle Junior he signified his desire to eoa-

fir, and found that voung gentleman singeing' the
calves of bis legs at the parental fire, and supporting
his spine agaia.-t the mantle-si elf. It was a comfort¬
able room, handsomely furnished in the higher official
maxmr, and pr.sent.tig stat.lv sugg. s: i<>na of the
absent Bareac e in the thick carp* t, the leather-cov¬
ered de*k to sit at, tie leather-cover. >i disk to staud
at. the formidable ea*y-eba.r and hoacth-ru^, the

interposed fereen. the torn-up paper*, the dispatch-
I. ii-. wth httle labels sticking out of them like medi¬
cine bottle* or oV ad game, the pervading sai-ll of
leather and mahogany, and a general bamboosliug air

of flow not to do it.
The present Barnacle, holding M-. t'lennam's car l

in his band, had a yoolhi'ul aspect, and the IshYaol
little wbiaksr, pe .haps, that ever was *e< o. Sache
duwrv tip was on his callow chin, that he seemed hah
lodged like a young bird, and a eoaapaatloaate ob-
f. rv» r might have urged that if he bad not singed the
ealv.s of hi* leg* he would have died of cold, lie
had a superior . ye-glas* dangimg touud his neck, but.
ur fortui ale'v, had such flat orbits to his eyes, aud
soch limp little eyelids, that it Wouldn't stick in when
be- put it up. bad Bl pi lumbling out against his waist-
«iat buttons with a click that discoiupoeed him very
much.
"Ob, I say. Look here' My father * not in the

wav. aud won't be in the way to"-lay," «ald Barnacle
Juni« r. "I* this anything that 1 can do '"

iti;<k' Kv -ir'as" dowu. Bainacle Junior quite
frighten* d, and fee Ii: g all round himself, but no', able
to find it.

.. Von ar- v. ry good, said Arthur Cicuuatn. "I

wish, however, to sec Mr. Baruac.e."
Bi t, I'ay. I/*'k here' You BBTeet got any

n[ ]oir.!m.nt you kBOW,11 said Ba na le .luaier.
.Bv this time he had found the eye-glaas, and put it

up again.)
"No." *aid Attkurl leunam. " That ... what I wish

lo have."
.' But. I *sy. Look here' I« this public business '"

asked Barnacle .!auii>r.
Click! Kye-g!s>* down again. BtsWack* Junior ia

tkat state of search alter it tnal Mr. t ienuaui felt it
used.ss to rephr nt present.!

.' Is it." said Barnacle Junior, taking heed of hi* vis¬
itors brown face, " any thing about. awBBhhJe.or that
soit of thing .'"

Paaah g for a reply,ke opened his right eve with hi*
hand, an.l sttu k his'gla-siu it in that lntfaiutnutory

Bl BOT that his eye began watering dreadfully.)
. No," said Arthur. " it i- nothing about tunuage."

I hen look h. re. Is it BSlSBtS business »"

" I realh am not sure. It relates to a Mr. Dorrit."
" Look Lere, I te'ii you whut! You had better call

at our botrsi, if you are going that way. Twenty-four
M< w« Sti. ct. Ilt'osvetior Sptare. My father's got a

slight toocb of the gout. sjsM n kept at home by it."
n BlisgBlfkid JfiBBg Bania« le evidently going

blind n is eye-g'ass side, but a-hame.1 to make auy
further alteration in his painful arrangement*.)

' Thank you. I will call there now. flood morn¬

ing.' Young Itartin. le se. in.*l di-couilitcd at this, as

Bet t.a% mg nt all expected hnu to go.
" Too urc quite saie," said Barna. le Junior, calling

after him when he got to the door, unirilli:]^ wholly to

relinquish Ik* bright hi-im-s idea ke had OOflOeived,
" that It's cntuing about I uiinagc"

" QaJte sure."
With which ns-urcnoe, and raih. r wondering what

n ight have tak.ti place if i| been anything abou'
tunnage. Mr. ( leunam withdrew to pin-sue his it
quince.
Mews Street, flipsIsBtB Square, an* not absolutely

Oiostbwot BqaaiB itself,but it was wry near it. It was
a hideous little street of dead walls, stables and dung¬
hills, with ioft* over coai h-Lousis inhub ted by coacii-
men * families, who had a passion for drying clothes,
and d.corauiig their window sills with miniature turn¬
pike-gates. The principal chiinnoy-iweep of that
tuhioaabla quarter lived at the blind end of Mew
strict; and the sume corner contained an establish*
in. i t mm h frequented about eaily morning and twi¬
light, for the purchase of wine-bottles and kitchen-
sintl. Bunch's akowi used to lean against the dead
wall in M. w Street, while their proprietors were dining
akwwkatOl and the dog* of the neighborhood made ap-
ointments to meet in the -ame locality. Yet there

nere two or tlu« e small airless bou*« s at the entrann
end of Mi w Btraet, wkk h w.-nt at enormous mats ou

a< count of their being akjf ct hang. r*-<vi to a fa-h:ou
ul.le -ituatioii; and whenever one of these fearful lit¬
tle eoope wn* to be let .wiii-h seldom happened, for
tkeywereta gi»at request,) the house-agent adver-
li-e.l it us a gentlemanly rcs.d. nee in th. moat aristo¬
cratic part ot the toa u, iuhubited solely by the elite
Of the In atl-m< Ilde.

If a gentlemanly residence coming strictly within
this narrow mai^iti, had not been eaeentiui tothe blood
of tbc llarnacle s, this particular branch would have had
a pr.tty wide »election among, let us say , tea thousand
Lous. -. ofl. ring fifty times the accommodation for a
third oi tie moii.y. As it whs, Mr. Barnacle, finding
his gt ntlemanly residence extremely inconvenient and
extreme)} dear, always laid it, as a public servant, at
the door of the eoaatry, and addm . d it as acolkcr in-
stiii.ee of tke Country's parsimony.
Arthur ( leunam came to a soue. zed house, with a

raatshackle bowed tVoat. Uttle dkagy windows, and a

little datk area like a damp wai.-tcoat-po> k.-t, which
he found to be number twenty-four. Mows Street,
firoevetior Square. To the ten*.-of smell, the house
was like a aoit of bottle Bad with a strong distillation
ot n.»w«, aad wheu the footuian opened the door, he
si cmed to take the stopper out.

'I Le footman was to the flrosvenor So'tare footmen
what th. Louse was to Ike flrosvenor Bqaan houses.
Aumuable in his way, hu way was a bock and a by¬
way. Iiis gorgeousnes« was not unmixed with dirt;
and both in complexion and consistency, he bad *uHered
both the '<.s» bbm of his pantry. A sallow labbiaees
ws* ujsnu him. when he took the stoppe r out, and pre*

tkt bottle to Mr, Ckmaaai's aoea.
" Be so good as to give tint curd to Mr. Tite Bui-
'. and to say that I have just now seen the younger

Mr. Barnacle, who re-.-omni. nde-d me to call here."
Ihe lootman iwbo had as many large buttons with

the BaiTiacle crest upon th-m, on the rlaps of bis poek-
e ts, as if he wen the family strong box, and carried
the plate and jewels about with him buttoned up) pon¬
der, d over the < aid ali'tle the a .aid, "Walk in.' It
req uired some judgment to da it without butting the
inu. r hail-«i<or open, aid in the consequent mental
Coi fusion and physical dark teas slipping down the
kitchen staiis. Tue viaitor, howevei, brought hiirise-lf
up «af. lv on the door-ma:.

Still tne motman said M Walk in, '
so the viaitor fol¬

lowed him. At the inner ball-door, another bolt'.*
-< en.i d to b«- prese nted and another stopper taken out.
1 his second phial appeared to be fillea with concen¬
trated provisi. us and extract of Sink from the pantry.
-\ ::. a skirmish in the narrow passage, occasioned by
the footman's opening th.- eioor of the dismal dimng-
nxni wkk oi .fide-nee, fn.d.ng some BM Ikcfl withejn-
st. nation, and backing on the visitor with disorder,
ti e visitor was shut up, pending bis announcement, In
a close back parlor. Theie he ha<l ua opportunity of

.uuself with both the bottles at once, look-
tag Bl at a l. w bCadbtg hack wall three fe. t off. and
spu alating oa the cumber of Barnacle families within
tie bills of mortality who brad in such hutches of their
own free Hunkey choice.

Mr. Barnacle would see- him. Would ha walk up
stairs? He would, aud bt tad tad .n il.e drawing-
room, with hi* leg en a rest, he foBfld Mr. Barnacle
himself, the expresi ima^t und preBtnüiient of How
cot to do it.
Mr. Barnacle dated from a better time, when the

country was not so par .moo.ous, and the C.rcunilocu-
tion Office was not so hedgetwi. He wound and
wr und fold* of white craval rouud bis neck, aa he
wound and wound fcMs sf tu S and pa(>er round the
i.e. k of the i ouan y. 11w wristbands and collar were

.j; BBeive, kit roil and manner were oppreeaiTe.
lie had a large wnt< haiu und bunch of seals, a coat
utti r.e-d up to ha >.i . ience. a waistcoat buttoned up

to iucocveuicBCf, an riwrinkled pair of trowaers, a
-t .fl j a.r of boots. 11. was altogether splendid, ma»-
\., ovi rt ow. nog, and imprauUcab.e. He seeme.1

to have be»n sitting for hi.- portrait to Sir Thomas
Lawn m e ail the dajs of his life.

" Mr. Clennam '" said Mr. Barnacle, n jje seated."
Mr. ( knnam became seated.
" Tou have called on me, I believe," auil Mr. Bar¬

nacle, " at the Cu-cuadocutioB. '

pivmg U the * at
awrrdotabaut five and twenty syllables, " OftVe."

'. I lave taken that liberty."Mr. Bamaelo solemnly b*nt his head as who should
say

' I .;e cot deny that it is a liberty; praeeodto
take acother uberty, and let me know vonr Wineee."

A..ow me to observe that I have' been for aome
yearn in China, am quit, a stranger at bom.-, and have
no penoral motive or interest ui the mquiry lam
about to make."

Mr. Barnacle tapped bis lingers on the table, and
* if he w. r. bow sitting fo* la* portrait to a BOW and
strange arhst, appeared Lo say to bit viaitvr, " if yea

will be p<vw; eacBgh to '*>' «"<" with my pm$
lolly expremxw, I shall frei ebhged.

" I have foam) a debtor ta the Marv.a ~* pnaoa af
r r raaae of Dornt, wha has been there aaaay y-er». \
wish to investigate bta confused affairs, ao far a* to aa
certain whether it may uot be poeaible, after that kaaes
of time, to ameliorate bia unhappy coadition. The
name of Mr. I ne Harnacle has beea mention-d to aar
aa rep«eee uting tome highly inri initial intereat taaaag
bis creditors. Am I cxrrreotly iuformed '"'

It being one of tbe prineipn s of tbe Circomlocatioa
OaaVoa n«v.r on any account whatever, to fire a
». s .-t t'-: waru answer, Mr, Borna* i« said. " Foe.
eibly."

.' On bebalf of the Crown, may I ask, or aa a private
individual'" j

The Cir< nmlrx-ntioa Department, Sir," Mr. llama-
'

rle replied, "may bare poe*;bty recommended .poasi-
, [ eUU I .>; a>] that some pabln- rlaim against the

n eolv* r t .ia,>- al a nan or copartnership to wfctch
->ou may bare belang» «I, should be enforced.

] -;:. ¦ i. ay have torn, in the course ef offieia^
«. -.i tba ("in n allocation Impertinent

t« r its connaeration. The department may her* either
| aatad, »i ..i.ti:m«.! a unuiue making that reooev

rr.tndatnu. '

" I ae-ame tbis to be th' ease, tbea."
" 11 e ( ireuraUs ution Department," said Mr. Bar-

i acle, " is not rrr|totisible for any gcnthniaa'seioiiuip.
tiOBS."

m ffßm i inquire bow I can olrtain oflieial information
as to the real elate of the eaae '"

It 1- ..ouipctcnt." eaid Mr. Barnacle. " to Bay
iu. inter of th.. Public. * mentioning that oboeure
be ly w.th uliitlaaOS. as his natural enemy. "to saa>

mi .'«:¦/.¦ ti.. Ctt< uinli cution Department. Sueh for-
malitn s as are required to be observed iu so duiaf,
n ay be known oa apphYation to the proper branch of
of that di i nrtini lit.

.' Which i* the ptoper branch *"

'. I must refer you, n turned Mr. Barnacle ringing
ti e bell, .. to ti.e "department itself for a formal answer
t. tl at ii quirv."

.. Excuse my mentioning."
" The di rartment ui aeveesible to the.Public".

v.:. Barr a.; wa. always check"! a little br that word
of in.pertinent signification." if the.Public ap.
ireaches it accoiuiug tothe official fe»nn*. if the.
Public does not appro ich it aevording tothe official
forms, tbe.Public has it.-elf to blame."

Mr. Barnacle ma.le him a severe bow, as a wounded
man of family, a wounded man of plaoe. aad a

wounded man ol a gentlemanly resideace, all rolled
into one, and he made Mr. Barnacle a bow, and was
-hut out into Mew* Street by the flabby footman.
k Uaviag got totluspa**. ha r. «olvtd.oaan excreiseia
i ei« vi rai.ee, to betaae himaelf agaia to the C r. ouuo-

utiou Oflice, and tiy what natu fact iou he got there,
v.. be «<::t Ink to the Cireuuil*H'ution OftW, and
once more sent up his card to Barnacle Junior by a
in« rstnzer who took it very ill indeed that he should
Ol BsS back again, and who waa eating mashed pota-
U - an.i gravy behind a iiaitition by the hall fire.
He was iroitrntttrd to the preeenee of Barnacle

Jmior, and found that young gentleman singeing
is kueea now, and gaping his weary way on to 4

o'clock.
" I say. Look here ' You stick ha ua in a devil of

a manner,
" said Barnacle Junior, Icking over kis

sliCBnler.
" I want to know."
" Look here' I'pon my soul you musn't come into

the place saving you waut to kn iw, you know," re*

monetrated Barnacle Juaior, turning about aud put¬
ting up the eye.gla»s.

" I want tii know." said Arthur Clennam, who had
made up his ni.i.a to pi i>i»tei e in one short form ef
wotds, .' the precise nature of the claim of the Crowa
agnir.ft a prisoner for debt owned Dorrit."

Isuy. Lot k here' You really are going it at a
it pay e. yoa know. Egod you haven t got an ap-

1 ...tun at, said Barnacle Junior, as if the tmng w«rs

growing «i rious.
I want to know," said Atthtu. An i.p ut- d hi*

ease.
RarBBCla Jaaatf -taied at him until bia eve-glees

fell out, sud then put it in again and stated at bim
t f.ll out again. "Yon MTO BO right to route

this sot! of I re, bl then Oha« tn with tha greatest
hi ''Looatherel What do you mean I You

to .iineyon.iia.it know whether it was public baai-
ness or Bot."

.. I I ave now ascertained that it is public business,"
returned the suitor, "und I wan*, to know".aad
again repeated his monotonous inquiry.

Its i H'aol npi n young BaVMeJo woe to make him re-

j i nt in n defenseless way, " Lsik hnrol Upon my
sol i you mu-tn't ouie into the place sayiug yoo waat
lo kmiw, you know " The effect of tha't upon Arthur
t ll i.Deni was to Bake him repeat bi* inquiry in exact¬
ly the same word* and toue as before. Tue effect of
cut upon young liamaele wa* to make biui a wonder
ful metnele ofmihnta and helplessness.

.. Well. 1 tell you w hat. Look hen I You had bet-
t-i try tl:<> gaenttorlal Department," he said at laet,
lid] ag tothe bell and ringing it. " Jenkinson," tothe
mashed potatoes mi sscnger, " Mr. Wobbler "

Aitbui Cteaanat, who bow felt that be bail devoted
bbnaohTto the stonmug of the Circundoi uiiou OhsOBj
and must go through with it, ai'coiupanicd the meeaea-

ger to another floor of the bmliling, where that ruao
tionarv pointed out Mr. Wobbh r's room. He entered
that apaitmei t, and found two gentlemen sitting laue
to face at a large and easy desk, one of whom was pol-
i-hing a gun-barrel on his pocket-handkerchief, while
the other was spreading marmalade on bread with a

paper-knife.
'. Mr. Wabblet'" Inquired the suitor.
Both gentlemen glanced at bim, und seemed sur-

prieed at this assurance.
"So he went," said the gentleman with the gua-

1 nit el, who was an extremely deliberate speaker,
"down to his cousin's place, and took the Dog witk
bin* by rail. Imsiimablv Dog. Kiew at the porter
fe.low when h. wm j ut into the dog-box, and new at
tLe guanl when he waa taken out. lie got half-a*
it. /.. ii fellows into a Bam, and a good supply of Kate,
and timed the Dog. Finding tn. Dog able to do it
in m. nsely, made the match, and heavily Lacke«! the
I >og. W hen the match came ort', some devil of a fel-
Itm was bought over, Sir, Dog was made drunk, Dog's
master was cleaned out.'

" Mr. Wobbler '" inquired the suitor.
The gent 1. innr w ho was spreading the marmalade

retained, without looking up from that occupation,
W hat did I. tVlthe Dog r
'Called bim lively," said the other gentleman.

" >aut the Dog waa the perfect picture of thi old auot
fn iu whom In i.ad i vpeetutions. Found t.i.n purtica-
larly like In r wlu u liK-uased."

" Mr. \\ obbil t
" snid the suitor.

Both gi in .ii. -ii laughed for aoene time. Tliegea-
tlenaan srith tha gun-barrel, considering it on uispeo-
tion in a satisfai tory state; referred it to the other;
receiving combination of his views, he tilted it into

itaplaoe iu li e in- before him, and took out the stock
and bolishi «i tl at, softly whistling.'. Mr. Wobbler ' " said the suitor.
"What's the matter I thin sahl Mr. Wobbler, with

Lis mouth full.
"I want to know. 'and Arthur Clennam again

mrrhantrnlij «. I forth what he wanted to know.
"Cnu't ii foiin you," observed Mr. Wobbler, appa*

ri ntiy to bis lunch. " Never heard of it. Not hi ug at
all to do with it. Better try Mr. Cnve, second door on
the l' tt n the m \t jtaseage."

" Perhaps he will give me the same answer."
' Very lik. ly. Dou't know any thing about it,"

said Mr. Wobbler.
The suitor turned away and bad b-ft the room, when

the gentleman with the gun called out, "Mjftert
Hallo "

He looke d in again.
"Shut tbe door after you. You're letting ia a devd

of a draught here !"
A few steps brought him to the second door on the

left in the next passage. In that room he iouud three
gu.tlemen; number one doing nothing particular,
i.umber two doing nothing particular, number three
doing nothinL' particular. The y seemed, however, to
be more dhotUj conce med than the others had been
in the effective execution of the great principle of tbe
office, as there was an awful inner apartment with a
double door, in which the Circumlocution Sages ap-
pe bi> d to be a. u.b..in council, and out of which

era was an impee-ing coming of papers, and inte
wl ich there war an imposing going of papers, alrnast

nth wherein another gentleman, number four,
was the aitive instrument.

.¦ I want to know,' said ArthurOuuam.and again
tated his cjiK in the same barrel-organ wayi Aa
cumber one referred him to number two, and as num¬
ber tworefemel him to number three, behad wcaiuon
to state it three time* before they ail referred him to
li mbet four, to whom he stated it again.
Nun.ber four was a vivacious, well-looking, w«l>

dre s«ed. agri cable young fellow.be was a Bvnaeie,
but on the u.e,re sprightly aide af the* ramily. aad be
'aid. in an easy way, " Ob! you had better not botbsr
joumelf about'it, I'think."

" Not bothi r BBjoaht about it»' M
"No! I recommend you not to bother yeoraeu

chont it."
1 hia was such a new point of view that Arthur I'lsO-

rntn found Limself at a loan bow to receive it. ,

You can if you like. I can give you plenty et
forms to fill up. Ixrts of 'em here. You can hate .
dosea if won life. But you'll never goon withit,
snid Dumber four.

" Would it b« such hopelesa work I Excuse aas; »

am a stranger in England."
.' / don t say it would be bope leos," returned aaav
r tour, with a frank smile. " I don't expresa sa

on in aln ut that; I only expresa aa
atK,ut you. / don't think you'd go ou with *»

II. aever, of e-ourse, you can do aa you like 1 .8rta
t ana there was a failure in the performance of a oia>
Lract, r si ans thine of that kioef, waa thereV

I n allv don t know." ^*
" W«l! That you can find out. Th<¦ fmm%* ^


